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Saxton & Stump Litigators Obtain Non-
suit and Defense Verdict in Cardiac
Tamponade Case
OUR RESULTSDEFENSE  VERDICT

JUNE 21, 2018

We represented a hospital and a general surgeon in a 5-day wrongful death trial involving allegations that the
surgeon, anesthesiologist, and anesthetist failed to timely recognize, diagnose, and treat an evolving pericardial
effusion and ensuing cardiac tamponade during the placement of porta-a-cath. The patient suffered cardio-
respiratory arrest resulting in anoxic brain injury and subsequent death. We successfully obtained a non-suit on the
direct allegations of negligence against the hospital. Following the close of evidence, we also obtained a non-suit in
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favor of the hospital as to all claims arising out the alleged negligence of the hospital’s employees and ostensible
agents. After 5 hours of deliberation, the jury returned a defense verdict of no negligence in favor of the defendant
surgeon as well.
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